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TORMARTON AND WEST LITTLETON NEWS 
 
Diary July and August 
All Sundays:          10.30 am    Marshfield Benefice Church Service on zoom  
Sat     4 July  Playground in Tormarton re-opens 
Sun   5 July                6 pm      Evening service in Tormarton Churchyard  
Mon  6 July   6.45 pm Tormarton Parish Council monthly meeting on zoom 
Mon 13 July  7.30 pm       Tormarton Church Annual Meeting on zoom 
 
 

Recyclable & Refuse Collection: 

Details of any changes to the usual service are shown on the Council website: 
https://beta.southglos.gov.uk/waste-and-recycling-changes-due-to-coronavirus-covid-19/ 

Recycling items and food bins are collected every week.   
Black and green bins are collected alternate weeks. 
For details on Recycling items to be put in each box/bag, check information on leaflets that have been left  

Tormarton – Mondays   B4465 towards Codrington – Fridays  
Bins: 13 & 27 July, 10 & 24 August                  Bins: 10 & 24 July, 7 & 21 August 

West Littleton – Mondays or Tuesdays (depending on location in the village) 
Bins: 6/7 & 20/21 July, 3/4 & 17/18 August, 31 August/1 Sept 
 
 
Church News from Rev. Sally Wheeler 

I am delighted that the churches are now able to welcome in those who wish to pray as individuals, but it is 
hard to plan for a full return to church worship over the summer as we are still waiting for guidance from the 
Church of England on how to make our buildings and worship as safe as possible. Morning zoom services will 
continue for the time being using the zoom link on the website: marshfieldchurch.org.   

However, over the summer months of July and August, there will be some simple evening services at 
Tormarton and West Littleton preferably outside, with seats for those who need them. These will start on  
5th July at 6 pm for Tormarton.  

We hope to return to a more regular pattern of worship in September and will communicate any planned 
services in July and August through WhatsApp and emails. 
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Tormarton Church Service – 6 pm on Sunday 5th July 

We are so pleased to have permission to welcome people back into our church buildings, but we want to ensure 
when we hold services we do this well and comply with both Government and Church guidance, so we will 
take the time needed to understand and follow the required procedures. 

On Sunday 5th July when lockdown rules begin to ease, we would like to hold a simple celebratory evening 
service at 6 pm outside in the churchyard (so it will be weather dependent). We will have to limit numbers (we 
hope up to 30 can attend, but await clarification from the national Church) and will send more details through 
the whatsapp group.  

One thing we will be doing even if only a handful of us meet, is to pray for you all and give thanks for the way 
the Tormarton community has pulled together throughout this difficult time. It is good that things are easing, 
but we must not forget that there is still a long way to go before normality can be resumed in lots of areas of 
our lives. 

Please join us, wherever you are, in praying for those who feel vulnerable; those who have lost loved ones; 
those caring for others; and those who are tasked with leadership at this difficult time. 
 
Eco-Church 
Tormarton Church has agreed to register interest in becoming an Eco Church. As a first step this would involve 
taking part in a survey looking at five key areas of church life:  
• Worship and teaching. 
• Management of church buildings. 
• Management of church land.  

• Community and global engagement.  
• Lifestyle 

We are looking to find out more about the scheme and will keep you updated.  
 
Giving to Tormarton Church:  
Giving to the church is essential to support Rev Sally and her team and for the upkeep of our beautiful church. 
Sadly, due to the ongoing restrictions due to the virus, our finances have been adversely affected by the lack of 
church collections and fundraising events resulting in a shortfall of £160 per month.  
If you would like to support the work of the church in our community then you may wish to consider joining 
the Parish Giving Scheme which guarantees a regular income for the church.  The PGS now offers a telephone 
service on 0333 002 1271, lines are open Mon-Fri 9am-5pm. All you will need are your bank account details 
and Tormarton’s Parish Code: 0506 05029. Full details can be found at 
 https://www.parishgivingscheme.org.uk/for-donors/ . Or you might prefer to leave an envelope clearly marked 
‘church collection’ through the door of our church treasurer, Janet Wells, Drake House. If you would like your 
donation to be Gift Aided, then please write a short sentence to that effect, sign and date. 
 
Tormarton Church Council Annual General Meeting – 7.30 pm Monday 13th July 

The annual general meeting of the Tormarton Church Council (APCM) will be hosted on Zoom on  
Monday 13th July at 7.30pm.  All members of the church electoral roll are invited to attend and receive reports 
from Rev Sally, Bruce Finnamore our Church Warden and the treasurer. There are a number of vacancies on 
the church council and a representative is also required for Deanery Synod. 
Do join us for the meeting and let us know if you would like to be actively involved in our plans for the church 
now and into the future. 
Access to the meeting will be via Marshfield Church website: https://marshfieldchurch.org/ and then the zoom 
link under ‘A Sunday Service with a difference’. 
 
The West Littleton APCM will probably be held in October.  Details will be given nearer the time.  
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PARISH COUNCIL – Notes from the Chairman, Simon Stevens 

At the time of writing there seems to be light at the end of the tunnel with regard to an end to the lockdown and 
I’m hoping that by the time you read this that is still the case.  

Parish Council meetings will continue to be run online using Zoom and as always public participation is 
encouraged with the next meeting taking place on Monday 6th July at 6.45 pm (joining details can be found on 
the PC website at www.tormarton-pc.gov.uk.)  

We have been advised by South Gloucestershire Council to ask residents to stay vigilant and make sure easily 
accessible land is secured. This definitely is one of those cases where prevention really is easier than trying to 
find a cure. 

A Parish Facebook page has been setup to provide a hub for local groups and organisations to cross pollinate 
ideas and bring attention to community matters. The intention is for the page to enhance and not replace 
existing methods of communication, and for it to develop organically into a thriving, self-proliferating 
community page for our two villages. To celebrate this the Parish Council are running a competition for local 
residents, details of which can be found… guess where? Simple search for ‘Tormarton and West Littleton’ on 
Facebook to find out more. 
 
PARISH HALL NEWS from the Committee: 

Pumpkins Nursery has reopened in the Hall and whilst there are reduced numbers it is imperative that the 
requirements for a safe environment for the children and staff are respected and consequently the Hall will 
continue to be unavailable for use by the public for the foreseeable future. The situation will be reviewed in 
September and hopefully an arrangement regarding the cleaning of the premises after use will enable the hall to 
be available for all to use again. 

The Playground will be re-opened on Saturday 4th July as per Government guidelines, so please remember that 
current social distancing rules will still apply to those using it and please act responsibly.  

A date of the AGM of the Parish Hall Committee will be posted in the autumn. 
 
The Compass Inn is pleased to advise that they will be re-opening on Saturday 4th July, in line with 
Government guidelines.  For further information phone them on 01454 218242.   
Rupert and Penny Monyard would like to thank all those who gave their help and messages of support 
following the recent problems in the car park. 
 
The Major’s Retreat will also be re-opening on Saturday 4th July for outdoor service only with a drinks 
and food service available, including Sunday lunches. Phone for further details: 01454 218263. 
Many thanks to Roy and chef Chris for maintaining a weekend food service throughout the lockdown.  
 
 
Report from the Tormarton Pond Committee 

We are pleased to report that we have now secured sufficient funding for work on the diseased ash trees to start 
week beginning 29th June.  Obviously this will affect the appearance of the area but, in the years since the pond 
was gifted to the village, the committee has organised the planting of many smaller trees and shrubs so this 
should mitigate the negative effect of removing many of the larger trees. 
We would like to thank our two District Councillors on South Glos Council and the Parish Council for their 
support and the committee was also able to contribute to a third of the cost from monies raised at various 
fundraising events that we have organised in previous years. 
 

 
. . . /  
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100 Club have now carried out the April and June draws.  

Winners for April were - B. Finnamore (£50), R. Monyard, G. Gent, R. Player, C. Orchard and Tormarton CC 
(£10 each) 

Winners for June were - Patrick Gent (£50), Tormarton CC (3 x £10 wins), I .Elcock and S. Leppard (£10 each) 

June was the first draw of the 20/21 season, so renewal of memberships (still £12 per year) would be much 
appreciated. Please pay to your usual collector or to Pam Davis at Glebe Cottage, Tormarton (01454 218301). 
New members are always required to help support facilities at the recreation ground. 
 
Sisters of the Church, Bristol - please help 
As many of you know. the church supports the fabulous work undertaken in Bristol by the Sisters of the 
Church. The Sisters work with some of the most disadvantaged members of our society and provide much-
needed support including food and essential provisions for people who have little or nothing. During the 
lockdown they had to close, but they are now open again and even busier than before. If you would like to 
support their work please transfer money via BACS to their account: 
Sort code 08-92-99         Account no. 65075960 
or post a cheque payable to “Sisters of the Church“ to Sister Teresa Mary, Community of the Sisters of the 
Church, 82 Ashley Rd, St.Paul’s, Bristol. BS6 5NT.  
If appropriate please tell them you are happy for them to apply for Gift Aid  
 
Pilates sessions are currently held via zoom at 6 pm every Monday evening.   
Anyone interested in joining, who has already done some pilates, can contact Sophie, email: 
sophiehthomson@hotmail.com, phone: 07786 653834.  Cost: £5 per session.   
 
 
Personal 

Alan Beardmore who died recently aged 87 was a resident of Tormarton for 30 years. He was born in Bristol 
and joined the Bristol Constabulary in 1953 completing 40 years in policing roles. In his personal life he was a 
very enthusiastic renovator of houses including 2 Hollyhock Cottages in the centre of the village. He purchased 
the field between the cottage and St Mary Magdalene Church and planted a copse on part of this land which is 
now a useful habitat for wildlife. On this land he planted a row of poplar trees, which stand on the lowest part 
of the field directly opposite the church, one for each of his grandchildren, His wife Luciana pre-deceased him 
in 2018, and he planted a solitary oak in her memory. He leaves 3 sons, 9 grandchildren and 3 great-
grandchildren. The funeral was held in the churchyard on 15th June. and villagers gathered near Alan's home to 
bid him farewell as he left from his home to go towards the church where an outside service was attended by 
his family. It was followed by a committal at Westerleigh Crematorium.  Sincere condolences to all his family 
and friends.   

The funeral of Charles Sharpe, a former resident of Tormarton, will take place in July. 
 
 
Rota Volunteers, Tormarton Church 
In view of the continuing concerns re coronavirus, flower and church cleaning rotas will remain suspended for 
the time being.  Members of the PCC will keep the Church clean and tidy.   
Mowing rota: 5/12 July - Andrew Wilson       19/26 July - Phil Turner            
  2/9 Aug – TBC     16/23 Aug –Simon Stevens      30 Aug Robert James 

 
 
This issue kindly sponsored by Richard & Jennifer Woolley.   Edited and copied by the Elliotts.  
Items for the next issue – September - to be given to Diana Elliott, St. Mary’s House, tel: 01454 218364  
or email: diana.elliott@hotmail.co.uk  not later than 26thAugust please. 
 


